4 MAY 1957

Heaovabla Ciia D. Jobaston

Chaivema

Coemmilies on Post Office & Civil Service
United States Fennts

Washingten 23, D. C,
Dear My. Chalrman:

1 refar te your lettar of 15 March 1937, requesting the
comments of this Agency on 5. 1683, & Ml “Te reduce the number
of Geverament employses by prohibiting the filling of cortain vasan-
cies and to sstablish a eeiling sm Goverament employment. *

As we interprat this bill, the Director of tha Barsen of the
Buidget is given compleie disceretisaary power to assign to the various
Federal agencies the pazcontage which they must individually assame
te inanre Governmaeat-wids compliance with the 25% rastriction on
hiriag t» fill vacansies in aay given quarier. We are therefozre not
in a position to commant spacifieally a5 to ths impact which this Ml

might have sa this Ageney.

On the assumpiion, howaver, that the Dirvesior of ihe Burean
of the Budget wanld apply the restrigtion on an equal percsantage
basis te all agencies, we can foveses seriows dilfisultics. Althaugh
_Ahese difficuliias would relals 40 all categeries of pevocnns!, the
preblem weould be particularly seuts in the clerical ficld, Experisacec
of recant years bas indicated that we lose & substaniielly higher par-
ceniage of clerical personnsl ea the average thaa we #0 of sther
types. Cives this fact, it we wers forced {0 underge 2 reduciion
by attrition as provided under Section 2 of this Mil, we would somn
find surselves in & position whars a shortage of clariesl personnel
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would seriously reduce the effectiveness of the Agency. For this
reason we are opposed to the passage of S. 1683,

The Bureau of the Budget interposes no objection to the sub-
mission of this report,

Sincerely,

SIGHED

Allen W, Dulles
Director
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General Counsel
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